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From Pope Leo XIV to a delegation of persons involved in civic life from the diocese of Créteil, France, 28th August, 2025. In response to the request from the Bishop for some advice, Pope Leo stated: “The first and the only piece of advice that I shall give you is that you unite yourselves more and more to Jesus, live by Him and give witness to Him. There is no separation in the personality of a person involved in public life; it is not that there is on the one side the man of politics and on the other the Christian. But, there is the person involved in politics, who, in the sight of God and of his conscience, lives his commitments and his responsibilities in a way which is Christian. You are called, therefore, to strengthen your faith, to deepen your understanding of the doctrine, in particular the social doctrine which Jesus taught to the world, and to put it into practice in the exercise of your duties and in the redaction of laws. Its foundations are necessarily in accord with human nature, with the natural law which all can know, even non-Christians, even non-believers. You should not be afraid to put this forward and to defend it with conviction; it is a doctrine of salvation, which has in view the good of every human being, the building up of societies which are peaceful, harmonious, prosperous and reconciled. I am well aware openly Christ-ian commitment of someone engaged in public life is not easy, particularly in some western societies, in which Christ and His Church are often marginalised, neglected, at times subjected to ridicule. Nor am I unaware of the pressures, the directives from particular groups and, to take up a felicitous expression of Pope Francis, cases of ‘ideological colonisation’, to which those involved in politics are subjected. They need courage, the courage at times to say ‘No! I cannot!’, when the truth is at stake. There, once more, only union with Jesus, Jesus crucified, will give you the courage to suffer for His Name. He told his disciples: ‘In the world you will have trouble, but be brave! I have conquered the world’ (Jn.16:33).” 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
At the beginning of the school and university year, as people return to work after a break, and as we in this parish continue to thank God for the many blessings we have received in this special year of preparation for and celebration of the Centenary of Our Lady and the English Martyrs in Spilsby and of the Dedication of Sacred Heart in Skegness, we take up again our daily tasks, but we do so with faith, with hope in the Lord, in this Holy Year, as pilgrims of Christian hope. Inspired by the words of Pope Leo, may we all realise that it is God’s world, created out of love, given to all of us for the good of all, that we are called to study and where we are called to work. Under His word, may we seek to understand and use well His created gifts, with all the people to whom He has given life. May we come to know Him and love Him, serve Him and adore Him, with all our heart. 
                                               (Fr. G.J. Woodall)
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Day  Date   Time    Place  Liturgical Calendar    Sir. 3:17-29; Heb. 12:18-24;
                                       22nd Sunday of               Lk. 14:1-14.            p. 924. 
                                                Ordinary Time - C         Mass intentions    
Sat.    30    6.00pm   SK     Vigil                People of the Parish        
Sun.   31    9.00am   SP                            Maughan family ints.
                 11.00am   SK                            Paul Flaherty, RIP
Mon.1st Sept.10.00am SK    Feria               Maureen McCay, RIP
Tues.   2    10.00am    SK     Feria               Canon James Monaghan, RIP
                 12.00noon SP                            Sr. Mary Doyle, RIP
Wed.   3    10.00am    SK   St. Gregory	  Fr. Paul Casartelli, RIP
                   6.15pm    SP    the Great         Canon Alfred Baldwin, RIP               
           Thurs.  4    10.00am    SK   St. Cuthbert      Mgr. David Forde, RIP
            Fri.      5      6.00pm   SK      Feria               Fr. Joe Carty, RIP
            Sat.     6                    
                   6.00pm SK                              Monica McGivern, RIP 
Sun.    7       9.00am SP   23rd Sunday of   Mgr. David Forde, RIP
                 11.00am SK     Ord. Time         People of the Parish
                 Confessions:  SP before Mass; SK Sat. 5.30pm. 







PLEASE PRAY FOR: the sick - Teresa Proom, Eileen Chantry, Joan Fletcher, 
Anthony Nelson, Theresa Davies, Joe Lill, Margaret Smith, Angela Davis, Fr. 
John Younger, Barbara Mitchell-Smith and Rev. Peter Coates, and also for 
the repose of the soul of Mgr. David Forde,; may he rest in peace. 
PRAYERS FOR VICTIMS IN GAZA: Pope Leo XIV has made an urgent 
appeal and so has the United Nations, aid organisations and numerous 
politicians from various countries that the appalling loss of life of innocent 
civilians, the violations of international law, the starvation and repeated 
displacement of whole sectors of the population cease. While rejecting 
all terrorist acts, no such act can justify this kind of conduct, which has 
been condemned even by some Israeli politicians. HOLY YEAR, 2025: see 
Spes non confundit, ‘Hope does not deceive’ and the Encyclical, ‘Dilexit 
nos’ (He has loved us’,) with citations from the Scriptures and from theo
-logians and saints on the Sacred Heart, in this 350th year since the 
apparitions of the Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque at Paray-le-
Monial in France. MISSION TEAM AND FUND-RAISING: The Bishop wants 
to promote the Church’s mission to spread the Gospel in our diocese. He 
wants a fund-raising campaign, to raise £8,000,000-00 over five years, with 
quotas for each parish. PICTORIAL RECORD OF THE DEDICATION OF 
SACRED HEART: Some photographs which were taken at the Mass of 
Dedication of Sacred Heart on 27th June last have been arranged by Stephen 
Duffy for publication by Scribes Digital of Hull, which publishes ‘The 
Messenger’. It provides a pictorial record of this wonderful event in the life of 
our parish. I am enormously grateful to Stephen Duffy for the idea of 
publishing this record and to Krzysztof Kurczewski for the photographs them
-selves. The booklets are now available in church. It is hoped to publish some
-thing both in the Diocesan Year Book for next year and in Catholic News on 
the Centenary of the dedication of our church in Spilsby and on the dedication 
of Sacred Heart, using photographs taken on both occasions also by other 
parishioners. MARCH FOR LIFE: in London on 6th September next, in defence 
of all human life, from conception until natural death: ‘info@marchforlife.co.uk’. 
TEAS & COFFEES: SK resume in September. COAST AND WOLDS WEEKEND: 
The annual opening of churches over the weekend will take place this year on 
13th-14th September. Our church in Spilsby, Our Lady and the English Martyrs, will 
be open from 2.00 until 4.30 p.m. each day. All are welcome. Anyone able to help 
with preparations (12th Sept., 10-11.00 a.am.) or welcoming visitors, please see 
Stephen Duffy. Thanks to all. 
GIFT AID: This is a major source of income to us, without which we would struggle to run both churches. It is free money; we get 25p from the government for every £1 	that you give in your offerings. This is essential to us, so, if you pay income tax through your work or through a pension, then please sign up for Gift Aid today; do not hesitate, we need this free money. Talk to Jacinta or e-mail her on ‘jacintalewis21@aol.com’ or talk to me. FOOD BANKS: in Spilsby and in Sacred Heart 	(via The Storehouse, Skegness), for those in need (tinned and other NONPERISHABLE foods). Thank you for your help. 
AN APPEAL: for people who might be willing and able to help with cleaning the church at Sacred Heart, as also the hall, with teas and coffees after Sunday Mass, with cleaning purificators, with the repository, with keeping the grounds clear and tidy, or who think they might be able to help in any other way. Please, speak to me if you think you may be able to help. Thank you very much. 
            
             INCOME:                                                                         24th Aug., 2025.
1st COLL                        SK            SP                Total       
Gift Aid:                  £  30-00       £  95-00     = £125-00
Loose:                     £243-40       £  83-30     = £326-70
Total:                       £273-40       £178-30     = £451-70   =  £451-70.
OTHER:
Repository:              £  14-54                                       
Mass offerings:       £   10-00                     
Total:                       £   24-54                        = £  24-54   =  £  24-54.
                                                                        Overall Total:            =  £476-24.   
                                         Many thanks.  Fr. G.J. Woodall.
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