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LENT. 
Lent is the season of forty days, in which we are asked to do penance, to ‘repent and believe the Good News’, to try to examine our consciences as to how and in what areas or ways we need to grow and improve to be more faithful disciples of Our Lord. To select a penance (give something up and/ or do something extra), is to remind us each day to strive to work with God’s grace, to live our faith better. Try to include extra prayer (eg., at home each day, extra Mass(es) during the week, Stations of the Cross), to draw closer to Christ and so to be ready to celebrate the great mysteries of the Passion and Resurrection of Our Lord in Holy Week and at Easter. 
The beginning of Lent and the end of Lent are marked by two days of fasting (for those over 18 and under 65, but others able to do so are encouraged to fast (only one main meal, with two light collations) and abstinence from meat (for those over 14), except for those who are ill who are excused. Abstinence applies on all Fridays of the year, but may be substituted by doing another penance.

HOLY WEEK. 
Palm Sunday:      Blessing and distribution of palms at all Masses 
                          Sat. 6.00pm (SK), Sun. 9.00am (SP), 11.00am (SK)
Wednesday:         (Chrism Mass, Cathedral Nottingham)
Holy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7.30pm. (SK)
Good Friday:      Walk of witness, (SP) 
                             Liturgy of the Passion at 3.00pm (SK)
                             Stations of the Cross at 6.00pm (SK)
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter at 8.30pm (SK)
Easter Sunday:   Masses 9.00am (SP), 11.00am (SK)
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Day  Date   Time    Place  Liturgical Calendar   Gen. 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Rom. 5:12-19;
                                               1st Sunday of              Mt. 4:1-11.                p. 112.
                                                   Lent - A       Mass intentions    
Sat.    21      6.00pm SK     Vigil                Bishop Cyril Restieaux, RIP   
Sun.   22      9.00am SP                             Mr. Edward Walker, RIP   
                   11.00am SK                             People of the Parish
                      4.30pm SK                             Private int.
Mon.  23      10.00am SK     St. Polycarp     Rev. Anthony & Frances Cordes’ ints. 
Tues.  24      10.00am SK        Feria             Craig Schofield - ill  
                      4.00pm SP                             Reception of body - Joe Lill, RIP  
Station Mass 7.00pm Spalding                   Adoration (6.00pm/ Mass 7.00pm)
Wed.  25      11.00am SP       Feria              Funeral Mass Joe Lill, RIP  
                   12.30pm Irby                            Burial - Irby-in-the-Marsh 
                     6.00pm SK                              Fr. William O’Dowd, RIP
            Thurs 26     10.00am SK        Feria              Lena, RIP  
            Fri.     27       6.00pm SK Ss. Margaret Clitherow, Melida & Camila Atkinson’s ints. 
                                                 Anne Line & Mary Ward                     
            Sat.    28                                  
                                6.00pm SK                               Fr. Adrian Chatterton, RIP
            Sun.1st Mar. 9.00am SP  2nd Sunday of     People of the Parish
                   11.00am SK      Lent - A            Fr. Joe Maguire, RIP
                 Confessions:  SP before Mass; SK Sat. 5.30pm. 
Stations of the Cross: Fr. 5.15pm (SK), 6.00pm Our Lady’s (SP); Sun. 10.15am (SK)
PLEASE PRAY FOR: the sick - Teresa Proom, Angela & Jim Davis, and for the 
repose of the soul of Joe Lill; may he rest in peace. 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS: Reception into church (Our Lady & the English 
Martyrs, Spilsby) on Tues., 4th Feb., at 4.00 p.m. Funeral Mass on Wed., 25th Feb.,
11.00 a.m., burial at Irby-in-the-Marsh at about 12.30p.m. 

PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENTS. We pray for Léon and Jacques Taga 
and for Magdalen Titley-Bayes, who are preparing to receive the sacraments of 
First Confession and First Holy Communion, and for Michael Dunn and May 
Titley-Bayes, who are preparing to receive the sacrament of Confirmation. 
Please, keep also in your prayers Anne Skinner, who is preparing to be receive 
the sacraments of (conditional) Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Com-
munion; normally, this would take place during the Easter Vigil, but, for health 
reasons, it will take place towards the end of April. Please, keep all these people 
in your prayers. 

LENTEN STATION MASS: for our deanery, will take place this Tuesday evening, 
24th Feb., in the church of the Immaculate Conception and St. Norbert in Spalding. 
There will be adoration from 6.00 p.m., with the opportunity for confessions, and 
the Mass will follow at 7.00 p.m., celebrated by the Bishop. 
















GIFT AID: This is a major source of income to us, without which we would struggle to run 
both churches. It is free money; we get 25p from the government for every £1 that you give 
your offerings. This is essential to us, so, if you pay income tax through your work or through 
a pension, then please sign up for Gift Aid today; do not hesitate, we need this free money. 
Talk to Jacinta or e-mail her on ‘jacintalewis21@aol.com’ or talk to me. FOOD BANKS: in 
Spilsby and in Sacred Heart (via The Storehouse, Skegness), for those in need (tinned and 
other NON-PERISHABLE foods). Thank you for your help. 

SECOND COLLECTION: Today CAFOD (Catholic Fund for Overseas Development) Lenten 
Family Fast Day – the idea is to fast from some food last Friday and to put the money 
saved into this collection, to help those suffering from food shortages overseas. Thank you 
very much.

  INCOME:                                                                                      15th Feb., 2026.
1st COLL.                           SK             SP                Total    
Gift Aid:                        £  20-00      £ 95-00     = £115-00
Loose:                           £  90-16      £ 36-30     = £126-46
Total:                             £110-16     £131-30     = £241-46    = £241-46. 
2nd COLL. (Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund):
Gift Aid:                         £                  £   5-00     = £   5-00
Loose:                            £112-47       £ 86-00    = £198-47
Total:                              £112-47       £ 91-00    = £203-47  = £203-47.
OTHER:
Repository:                     £ 11-93       £               = £ 11-93  
Mass offerings:               £ 14-00       £               = £ 14-00  
Total:                               £ 25-93       £               = £ 25-93   = £  25-93.  
                                                                    Overall Total:           = £470-86. 
                                  Many thanks.  Fr. G.J. Woodall.
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