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-LENT. 
Lent is the season of forty days, in which we are asked to do penance, to ‘repent and believe the Good News’, to try to examine our consciences as to how and in what areas or ways we need to grow and improve to be more faithful disciples of Our Lord. To select a penance (give something up and/ or do something extra), is to remind us each day to strive to work with God’s grace, to live our faith better. Try to include extra prayer (eg., at home each day, extra Mass(es) during the week, Stations of the Cross), to draw closer to Christ and so to be ready to celebrate the great mysteries of the Passion and Resurrection of Our Lord in Holy Week and at Easter. 
The beginning of Lent and the end of Lent are marked by two days of fasting (for those over 18 and under 65, but others able to do so are encouraged to fast (only one main meal, with two light collations) and abstinence from meat (for those over 14), except for those who are ill who are excused. Abstinence applies on all Fridays of the year, but may be substituted by doing another penance.

HOLY WEEK. 
Palm Sunday:      Blessing and distribution of palms at all Masses 
                          Sat. 6.00pm (SK), Sun. 9.00am (SP), 11.00am (SK)
Wednesday:         (Chrism Mass, Cathedral Nottingham)
Holy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7.30pm. (SK)
Good Friday:      Walk of witness, (SP) 
                             Liturgy of the Passion at 3.00pm (SK)
                             Stations of the Cross at 6.00pm (SK)
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter at 8.30pm (SK)
Easter Sunday:   Masses 9.00am (SP), 11.00am (SK)
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Day  Date   Time    Place  Liturgical Calendar     Ex. 17:3-7; Rom. 5:1-8;
                                              3rd Sunday of         Jn. 4::5-42.             p. 121.
                                                   Lent - A       Mass intentions    
Sat.     7       6.00pm SK     Vigil             Fr. David Everitt, RIP   
Sun.    8       9.00am SP                         People of the Parish   
                   11.00am SK                         Jean & David Surley’s ints.
                                           4.30pm SK    (Tridentine)   Private int.
Mon.   9      10.00am SK     Feria             Fr. John Daley, RIP
Tues. 10      10.00am SK     Feria             Necia Byrne, RIP
                 12.00noon SP                         Fr. James Earley, RIP
Wed.  11     10.00am SK     Feria	            Fr. Ted Byron, RIP
                     6.15pm SP                          Canon John Berry, RIP
            Thurs 12    12.00noon SK  Funeral         Francis Joseph Mellon, RIP  
                                1.30pm                               Burial at St. Mary’s, Winthorpe.
            Fri.     13       6.00pm SK     Feria            Fr. Geoff Kitchin, RIP
            Sat.    14                               
                                6.00pm SK                        People of the Parish
            Sun.   15      9.00am SP  4th Sunday    Canon Tony Dolan, RIP    
                   11.00am SK  of Lent - A    Jean & David Surley’s ints.
                 Confessions:  SP before Mass; SK Sat. 5.30pm. 
Stations of the Cross: Fr. 5.15pm (SK), 6.00pm Our Lady’s (SP); Sun. 10.15am (SK)


PLEASE PRAY FOR: the sick - Teresa Proom, Angela & Jim Davis, Coral 
Collins and for Francis Joseph Mellon, who has died; may he rest in peace. 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS: Funeral Mass, at Sacred Heart on Thurs., 12th 
Mar., at 12.00 noon, followed by burial at St. Mary’s, Winthorpe at 1.30p.m. 
PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENTS. We pray for Léon and Jacques Taga 
and for Magdalen Titley-Bayes, who are preparing to receive the sacraments of 
First Confession (on 27th March) and First Holy Communion (on 7th June), and 
for Michael Dunn and May Titley-Bayes, who are preparing to receive the sacra-
ment of Confirmation (on 20th July at St. Mary’s Boston). Please, keep also in 
your prayers Anne Skinner, who is preparing to be receive the sacraments of 
(conditional) Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion; normally, this 
would take place during the Easter Vigil, but, for health reasons, it will take 
place towards the end of April. Please, keep all these people in your prayers. 
CONGRATULATIONS: to Jean and David Surley, who on Thursday, 5th March, 
celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of their wedding. We pray especially for them 
and for their family. We thank them and all who are married for their example 
of faithful love, so important for the Church and for the world. 
PRAY FOR THE DEFENCE OF INNOCENT HUMAN LIFE:  In the light of decisions 
in the Isle of Man and in Jersey in favour of so-called ‘assisted dying’ and of the 
continuing immense pressure for Parliament to legislate in favour of this, we rem-
ember that no-one but God is the author of life and that, however understandable 
the desire to ease suffering, this is to be done through authentic palliative care, but 
never through the deliberate suppression of innocent human life, which, in such 
cases, involves the gravely immoral intentions and acts of suicide and/ or of murder. 
We pray for all who are gravely ill, and for the medical and other persons who care 
for them. 
MANY THANKS: to the two donors for the new hymn board (SK) and to the Holmes 
brothers for fixing it. We thank them also for replacing the damaged pipe for the 
soakaway at the back of the church (SP). I am very grateful also to Keystone Sound 
who have installed the new Loop System at Sacred Heart (the previous system had not 
worked for some years), who have verified that the sound system at Sacred Heart is 
fine and have replaced the defective microphone I had been using and who rectified 
the microphone at the pulpit in Spilsby some time ago and who have replaced the 
very inadequate portable microphone I had been using there. All is now well!




GIFT AID: This is a major source of income to us, without which we would struggle to run 
both churches. It is free money; we get 25p from the government for every £1 that you give 
your offerings. This is essential to us, so, if you pay income tax through your work or through 
a pension, then please sign up for Gift Aid today; do not hesitate, we need this free money. 
Talk to Jacinta or e-mail her on ‘jacintalewis21@aol.com’ or talk to me. FOOD BANKS: in 
Spilsby and in Sacred Heart (via The Storehouse, Skegness), for those in need (tinned and 
other NON-PERISHABLE foods). Thank you for your help. 

FIRE INSPECTION: You may remember that we had to have a Fire Inspection in Skegness 
of the church, hall and presbytery, which took place well over a year ago, as a result of 
which we had to undertake various measures, including completing the fire exit doors and 
ramps from the church and from the hall. I had hoped they would have inspected the church 
in Spilsby at the same time, but they did not. These inspections have been mandatory 
throughout the diocese and are drawing to a close. The inspection of our church in Spilsby 
is to take place on 16th March.

  INCOME:                                                                                      1st Mar., 2026.
1st COLL.                           SK               SP                Total    
Gift Aid:                        £  20-00       £105-00    = £125-00
Loose:                           £146-70       £  97-30    = £244-00
Total:                             £166-70       £202-30    = £369-00   = £369-00. 
2nd COLL. (CAFOD Lenten Family Fast Day):
Gift Aid:                         £                 £                 = £    
Loose:                            £   5-00       £ 15-00      = £  20-00
Total:                              £   5-00       £ 15-00      = £  20-00  = £  20-00.
OTHER:
Repository:                     £  14-06      £ 29-95      = £  44.01  
Total:                               £  14-06      £ 29-95      = £  44-01 = £  44-01.  
                                                                    Overall Total:           = £433-01. 
                                  Many thanks.  Fr. G.J. Woodall.
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