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LENT. 
Lent is the season of forty days, in which we are asked to do penance, to ‘repent and believe the Good News’, to try to examine our consciences as to how and in what areas or ways we need to grow and improve to be more faithful disciples of Our Lord. To select a penance (give something up and/ or do something extra), is to remind us each day to strive to work with God’s grace, to live our faith better. Try to include extra prayer (eg., at home each day, extra Mass(es) during the week, Stations of the Cross), to draw closer to Christ and so to be ready to celebrate the great mysteries of the Passion and Resurrection of Our Lord in Holy Week and at Easter. 
The beginning of Lent and the end of Lent are marked by two days of fasting (for those over 18 and under 65, but others able to do so are encouraged to fast (only one main meal, with two light collations) and abstinence from meat (for those over 14), except for those who are ill who are excused. Abstinence applies on all Fridays of the year, but may be substituted by doing another penance.

HOLY WEEK. 
Palm Sunday:      Blessing and distribution of palms at all Masses 
                          Sat. 6.00pm (SK), Sun. 9.00am (SP); procession      
                             11.00am (SK)
Wednesday:         (Chrism Mass, Cathedral Nottingham); priesthood;
                            blessing of holy oils
Holy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7.30pm. (SK); 
                             Adoration until 9.00pm; night prayer.
Good Friday:      Walk of witness, (SP) 11.00am - Franklin statue
                             Liturgy of the Passion at 3.00pm (SK); passion, 
                             universal prayer; veneration of the cross; holy 
                             communion.
                             Stations of the Cross at 6.00pm (SK)
Holy Saturday:   Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter at 8.30pm 
                             (SK); new fire & paschal candle (Exsultet); 
                             liturgy of the word, with Easter Alleluia; liturgy 
                             of blessing of water (no baptism  or confirmation 
                             this year); liturgy of the Eucharist.
Easter Sunday:   Masses 9.00am (SP), 11.00am (SK)
Confessions:        Mon. after Mass (SP); Sat. 11.00-12.00 (SK).
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Day  Date   Time    Place  Liturgical Calendar   Ezek. 37:12-14; Rom. 8:8-11;
                                            5th Sunday of         Jn. 11:1-45.             p. 133.
                                                Lent - A       Mass intentions    
Sat.    21       6.00pm SK     Vigil             Private int.   
Sun.   22       9.00am SP                          Private int.   
                    11.00am SK                          People of the Parish
                       4.30pm SK                          Private int.
Mon.  23       10.00am SK      Feria            Patsy Ottewell’s ints.  
Tues.  24       10.00am SK      Feria            Canon John Berry, RIP
                       6.15pm SP                          Private int.
Wed.  25       10.00am SK  Annunciation   People of the Parish          p. 1001.
                                          of the Lord
Thurs 26                                Feria             No Mass today.
            Fri.     27         6.00pm SK      Feria            Private int. 
            Sat.    28                                
                                 6.00pm SK                          Private int. 
            Sun.  29        9.00am SP  Palm Sunday  Private int. 
                   11.00am SK         - A             People of the Parish 
                 Confessions:  SP before Mass; SK Sat. 5.30pm. 
Stations of the Cross: Fr. 5.15pm (SK), 6.00pm Our Lady’s (SP).





PLEASE PRAY FOR: the sick - Teresa Proom, Angela & Jim Davis, and Coral 
Collins. PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENTS. We pray for Léon and 
Jacques Taga and for Magdalen Titley-Bayes, who are preparing to receive 
the sacraments of First Confession (on 27th March) and First Holy Commun
-ion (on 7th June), and for Michael Dunn and May Titley-Bayes, who are 
preparing to receive the sacrament of Confirmation (on 20th July at St. Mary’s 
Boston). Please, keep also in your prayers Anne Skinner, who is preparing to 
be receive the sacraments of (conditional) Baptism, Confirmation and First 
Holy Communion; normally, this would take place during the Easter Vigil, but, 
for health reasons, it will take place towards the end of April. Please, keep all 
these people in your prayers. FIRE INSPECTION: The fire inspection in Spilsby
took place last Monday. Although we shall have to wait some time before we 
have the official report, there were no major problems, it seems. From what I 
was told unofficially, we need to obtain two vinyl mesh carpets, to go beneath 
and around the two candle-stands because of wax falling onto the carpet, and 
only extension lighters (not the lighters used at present) are to be used to light 
the votive candles, to reduce the danger of people burning themselves, we
need fish-tail keys, to check regularly the emergency lighting, and we need to
have the lightning conductor tested (annually). He seemed happy with reports 
of our fire-drills, but urged that we have regulations for a formal evacuation 
procedure. PUBLIC MEETING, Spilsby, Mon., 23rd March, 7.00p.m: It is genuinely 
sad and difficult to have to confront these realities, whose roots and causes go 
back many years, but whose effects are being felt now. In some places, there 
has been growth, often produced by the immigration of people from different 
countries, and also some priests from Africa, India and elsewhere are looking 
after or are assisting in parishes. Even with this, the situation is becoming more 
critical. The diocese has asked that we look at our situation as a parish. For 
about 25 years, we have been one parish, with two churches and, despite the 
difficulties, there has been considerable cooperation - mutual help and common 
activities, liturgical and otherwise. Whatever may happen in the future concerns 
both parts of the parish. The meeting on 23rd March is important and you are all 
invited to attend; with the vicar-general, Canon Eddy Jarosz, coming from Lincoln 
and our dean, Fr. Dominic O’Connor, our Dean, coming from Boston, Spilsby is 
perhaps more convenient. Whatever is decided about the future will be a matter 
of the Bishop’s decision as such, not ours. 


GIFT AID: This is a major source of income to us, without which we would struggle to run 
both churches. It is free money; we get 25p from the government for every £1 that you give 
your offerings. This is essential to us, so, if you pay income tax through your work or through 
a pension, then please sign up for Gift Aid today; do not hesitate, we need this free money. 
Talk to Jacinta or e-mail her on ‘jacintalewis21@aol.com’ or talk to me. FOOD BANKS: in 
Spilsby and in Sacred Heart (via The Storehouse, Skegness), for those in need (tinned and 
other NON-PERISHABLE foods). Thank you for your help. 
LAWS VIOLATING THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO LIFE: This week has seen Parliament 
approve of clauses in a Bill which pretends to allow a pregnant woman to take the abortion 
pill even without medical assistance and also for such a woman to have her child aborted up 
to birth itself. No government has any right to allow (or command) anyone directly and delib-
erately to kill an innocent human being, from the first moment of conception until natural 
death; God alone is the author of life. These provisions can have no binding force in con-
science. They will put doctors, nurses and pharmacists under even greater pressure. The strict obligation in conscience for everyone is never to make use of either of these or of any similar provisions and to work by peaceful means to reverse such utterly unjust laws. 

CLOCKS GO FORWARD NEXT SATURDAY (21ST Mar.); we lose one hour’s sleep.

  INCOME:                                                                                      15th Mar., 2026.
1st COLL.                           SK               SP                Total    
Gift Aid:                        £380-00     £205-00    = £685-00
Loose:                           £195-46      £ 90-50    = £285-96
Total:                             £575-46     £295-50    = £970-96   = £970-96. 
OTHER:
Repository:                   £  11-54      
Mass offerings:             £  30-00
Stole fee (Funeral):       £200-00   
Total:                             £241-54        £             = £241-54  = £241-54 .  
                                                                    Overall Total:      = £1,212-50. 

                                  Many thanks.  Fr. G.J. Woodall.
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